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The Sacred Art of Living Center extends an invitation to qualified graduates from the Sacred Art of Dying education 
series, to apply for the role of Project Animator in its two-year ANAMCARA INTERNSHIP PROGRAM. Project Animator 
training begins in June 2006 and runs through July 2008.  Please read the following Call for Applications in order to 
understand the purpose and practical requirements of the Project Animator.  Only persons who are applying for the 
Anamcara Apprenticeship are eligible to submit applications for Project Animators. It is important that both 
applications be postmarked and sent to the Sacred Art of Living Center no later than March 15, 2006.    

 
For more information, contact Sacred Art of Living Center at info@sacredartofliving.org.   

Or call 541.383.4179 to speak with a program staff member. 
 

 
 

The anamcara tradition works because it helps people deal with spiritual suffering.  There are four essential 
foundations of the anamcara lineage that guide its renewal in our day: Soulfulness, Community, Skills and 
Mentorship.  The Project Animator will play a key role in ensuring that these vital foundations are honored in a 
meaningful and supportive way. 
 
Candidates for the Anamcara Apprenticeship agree to participate in “Circles of Support” known in Gaelic as a “Celí 
Dé”.  These small groups, consisting of 5-8 anamcara apprentices, will meet monthly, between the semi-annual 
Training Modules.  The purpose of a Circle of Support is to provide a communal context for processing the work of 
anamcara as it occurs in concrete life situations.  As apprentices deepen their understanding of the tools and 
tradition, it is important to provide a safe and supportive place for peer-to-peer supervision, ongoing mentorship and 
accountability. 
 
Circles of Support (Celí Dé) can be configured in a variety of creative ways.  For example, a Circle of Support (Celí 
Dé) may be composed of apprentices who are:  

�  Working in the same agency or institution 
�  Sharing the same profession or focus 
�  Living in the same or neighboring communities  
�  Representing a variety of professions, organizations and interests 

 
Regardless of how a Circles of Support (Celí Dé) is structured, it must include a specially trained Project Animator 
whose task is three-fold: 

1. To convene and facilitate the monthly meetings 
       2.    To provide leadership and support for the local apprenticeship team  
       3.   To act as a liaison between members of their Circles of Support (Celí Dé) and supervisors for the Anamcara 
 Apprenticeship  

 
We know how to create spaces that invite the intellect to show up 

analyzing reality, parsing logic and arguing its case.   
We know how to invite the emotions to play, reacting to injury,  

expressing anger and celebrating joy . . . 
But we seem to know very little about creating spaces 

 that invite the soul to make itself known. 
Parker J. Palmer 
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The Project Animator provides an important “servant role” that facilitates the Anamcara Apprenticeship experience for 
others.  A candidate must possess the following qualifications:   

�  A graduate of all four Sacred Art of Dying education units 
 Completion of the entire Sacred Art of Dying series is a requirement for Project Animators. 
�  Be applying for the Anamcara Apprenticeship 
 Applications for the Anamcara Apprenticeship and Project Animator must be received simultaneously.  
�  Possess strong relational skills and ability to work collaboratively 
 Applicants should be both welcoming and able to hold clear boundaries that create trust.  
�  Experience in group facilitation and/or retreat leadership  

The Project Animator holds a space for the Circle Circles of Support (Celí Dé) to provide safety and support for 
mutual learning, community building, truth telling and listening to the gentle promptings of Spirit.  

�  Professional training in psycho-social dynamics or its equivalent 
 It is important that the Project Animator possess the discipline, insight and experience to gently guide small group 
 process without dominating it.  
�  Strong investment in the spiritual nature of the Anamcara Apprenticeship 
 It is assumed that every person has access to an inner source of strength and knowing.  Wisdom traditions speak of 
 this as spirit, soul or heart.  While Project Animators help to guide practical conversation and learning about the 
 apprenticeship experience, they also hold a space for the heart of the anamcara tradition, which is soulfulness. 
�  Willingness to make a two-year commitment to the role of Project Animator 

For the sake of continuity and clarity of communication between local apprentices and program supervisors, the Project 
Animator is asked to make a commitment to the entire two-year apprenticeship process. 

  
 
 
Project Animators will be provided with opportunities for specialized training to enhance their personal skills in service 
to the Anamcara Apprenticeship.  Sacred Art of Living Center will offer a mandatory one-day workshop prior to the 
first Training Module and an additional mandatory workshop day prior to each succeeding Training Module.  
Animators will meet with their newly formed Circles of Support during the first Anamcara Training Module.  Some 
additional reading assignments will be shared and a semi-annual report will be required tracking the progress of the 
local Circle of Support (Celí Dé). All Project Animators are members of the Anamcara Apprenticeship team and will 
contribute towards the learning and development of the program in significant ways.   
 
Sacred Art of Living Center agrees to pay for all training in connection with the role of Project Animator exclusive of 
travel and lodging expenses.  In appreciation for their service, Project Animators will receive a 30% discount on 
tuition for each of the four Anamcara Training Modules.  
 

 
 
 
 

March 15  Deadline for Applications to the Anamcara Apprenticeship and for Project Animator 
April 15  Applicants informed of acceptance as Apprentices and Project Animators  
June 19  Portland, OR*  Training Workshop for Project Animators 
June 21  Los Angeles, CA*  Training Workshop for Project Animators 
June 24  Cleveland, OH*  Training Workshop for Project Animators 
  *The same training workshop is being offered in three regional locations.  Project Animators are asked to attend  
  only one of the three scheduled workshops. 
 
August 19 Eagle Crest Resort, OR Mandatory Training Day for all national Project Animators 
August 21-25 Eagle Crest Resort, OR Anamcara Training Module, #1 
  

Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. 
Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has. 

Margaret Mead 
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Please complete each item, even though the same information was requested on the Apprenticeship Application Form 

Name  ____________________________________ Gender F �    M �  
Place of Birth ____________________________________ Date of Birth ________________________ 
Mailing Address ____________________________________ 
  ____________________________________ 
Zip/Postal Code ____________________________________ 
Country  ____________________________________ 
E-mail address/es   ______________________________ _____________________________ 
Home Phone (____)________________ Work Phone (____)_______________ Cell Phone (____)______________ 
 
Current position of employment or vocation __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Please include a hard copy of an up-to-date curriculum vitae and/or resume outlining your relevant academic, professional and/or 
equivalent personal experience for the role of Project Animator.   Please also include any specialized training or experience in 
facilitating small groups, process-oriented work or leading retreats. 
 
 
 
Submit a personal statement for each of the following questions.  Please use additional pages and limit your answers to 50 
words each. 

�  Why are you interested in pursuing the role of Project Animator at this time? AND/OR  
How does this level of participation in the Anamcara Apprenticeship fit with your birthright gifts and present  life 
vocation?  

 
 

�  How have you worked with questions concerning meaning and purpose or identity and integrity, in your own life?   
What questions have deep importance for you at this time? 
 
 

�  What is your earliest memory of a small group experience i.e. family, friends, schoolyard, etc.? Contemplating this can 
help you recognize early patterns that help form your “mythic” background to small group interactions.  OR  What are 
your deepest positive beliefs about small groups? 

 
 
�  What kinds of related experiences have you had in your life that qualifies you for the role of Project Animator? 
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Applicants for the role of Project Animator are asked to submit contact information for two [2] references at the time of 
application. These references are in addition to the two personal endorsements required for the general Anamcara 
Apprenticeship application. References for Project Animator should be able to testify to the applicant’s ability to fulfill the 
responsibilities of Project Animator.  You are not required to request a letter of reference from these persons at this time.  If 
needed, the application committee for Project Animators will contact your references.  
 
[1] Full Name of Professional Reference ____________________________________ 
Title and Position    ____________________________________ 
Relationship to the Applicant  ____________________________________ 
Mailing Address    ____________________________________ 
     ____________________________________ 
     ____________________________________ 
E-address    ____________________________________ 
Home phone #    (_____)______________________________ 
Work phone #    (_____)______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
[2] Full Name of Professional Reference ____________________________________ 
Title and Position    ____________________________________ 
Relationship to the Applicant  ____________________________________ 
Mailing Address    ____________________________________ 
     ____________________________________ 
     ____________________________________ 
E-address    ____________________________________ 
Home phone #    (_____)______________________________ 
Work phone #    (_____)______________________________ 
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